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Lesson 5 Homework
Describe The Way’s attitude toward the poor. What ministries and practices occur regularly that support The Way’s attitude toward the poor. What are the benefits of caring for the poor?
When we prioritize in addressing and meeting the needs of the poor, those in need or those who are experiencing lack, it is done on two fronts; the natural and the spiritual. These people are so valued and loved by God that Jesus himself even identifies and categorizes himself with the poor. We see this in His statement found in Mathew 25:40 “40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” Jesus was declaring this statement telling his followers that when you feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and help the needy we are in turn helping Jesus. We are exemplifying His love and heart towards the poor when we help them. In Pastor Marco’s book, “Guaranteed Growth”, he says the poor people are waiting to be rescued and God’s rescue team is the church. If we ignore the cries of the poor we ignore the call of God. 
So first meeting the need in the natural is done by feeding them, clothing them and helping them in the areas where they are experiencing lack. When a person is searching for an answer or a meal or a warm jacket, they can become desperate and maybe fall into a mindset of hopelessness or depression. They may feel nobody cares for them or nobody loves them, which in turn can transform them to a bitter and angry person. But when God shows up with his army of willing vessels looking to feed them or clothe them or meet an area of lack in their life, something amazing happens. Their heart is touched because the act that was carried out was done with God’s love and his compassion for them. They will see and understand that the act was not carried out just to check a box so individuals can feel good about themselves; no they will know it was carried out specifically for them to be reminded or shown God has not forgotten about them. There is a saying that a way to a man’s heart is through his stomach; in some cases that is true. It gives us a position of influence in their life because their heart was touched and the will lead to feeding them spiritually. Many that suffering in the previously mentioned areas either do not know God or are in a backslidden condition. Because the time was taken to meet them right where they are at, they will value what you have to say. That is what we want, the opportunity to share the gospel with them, the opportunity for them to repent and call on the name of the Lord.    
[bookmark: _GoBack]The benefits of taking care of the poor are numerous. First we are adhering to the command that Jesus gave us. The ministry will stay synchronized with God’s ways and direction. Second, it will give influence within the community. When it is seen and know that we about our Fathers business it will demonstrate that we mean what we say and say what we mean. People will take us serious and want to partner up to carry out the mission. Lastly, God will begin to send the workers and resources to meet the needs of the poor. He will supernaturally provide so that making the poor a priority stays just that, a priority. 
